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MEDICAL COUNCIL 

DISCIPLINARY INQUIRIES 
A special session of the General Medical 
Council was held on February 17 and 18, 
and in private on February 19, principally 
to consider.certain penal cases which had 
been left over from the November 
session. The only other business was the 
consideration of a memorandum of evi- 
dence propused to be offered to the Inter- 
departmental Committee on Medical 
Schools (the Goodenough Committee) ; 
this took place in camera. 
Eason presided. 


Misleading Certificate: Erasure 
The first case was that of James Jack- 
son Brown, registered as of Lauriston 
Road, South Hackney, who was sum- 
moned on the charge that he gave the 
following certificate for use by the person 
named in connexion with his call-up 
under the National Service ( 
Forces) Act, 1939: 
“I hereby certify that Mr. [A. B.] of . . . 
has been a patient under my care for on 2 
ears. He then had a severe attack of 
influenza which left him in the post- 
encephalitic state.” 
The certificate was dated May 9, 1940. 
and it was alleged that the patient had 
not been under Dr. Brown's care for any 
such period, that the certificate was 
untrue, misleading, or improper within 
the meaning of the Council’s Warning 
Notice, and that it was given in order to 
enable A. B. to evade his liabilities under 
the Act. Mr. Gerald Howard, K.C., 
who appeared on behalf of the com- 
plainants, the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service, said that A.B. was a 
healthy-looking man aged 28, who got 
into touch with a man named Pell, who 
said he would assist him to evade military 
service. Pell took him to Dr. Brown, 
who handed Pell a letter containing pre- 
sumably the certificate which was the 
On May 10 fhe 
medical board placed him in Grade 4, 
buf he was re-examined on July 26 of the 
same year and placed in Grade 1 and was 
now a corporal in the Army. 
A.B. in evidence said that Pell agreed 
to help him to evade service, and said 
that the cost would be £250, which was 
paid. Pell told him to act as if he was ill, 
suffering particularly from giddiness. He 
was sent by Dr. Brown to see a 
specialist, Dr. Brady,- before whom he 
also acted, and the specialist made a 
report which was enclosed with the certi- 
ficate. The witness said that Dr. Brown 
did not examine him; but later, under 
cross-examination, he said that he took a 
specimen of urine, also that he used a 
stethoscope. He could not recall that he 
had seen Dr. Brown before this incident. 
It was true that he had had an attack of 
influenza two or three years previously, 
when three doctors attended him, but he 
could not say that one of them was Dr. 
Brown. 


Mr. H. L. 


Mr. Pereira, instructed by Le Brasseur 
and Oakley, on behalf of the London and 
Counties Medical Protection Society, 
appeared for the respondent, and in 


‘answer to his questions Dr. Brown said~ 


that when Pell, whom he had known for 
20 years, brought this patient to him he 
did not recall having seen him before. 
Pell, however, assured him that he had 
treated this young man two years pre- 
viously for influenza, and he accepted 
that assurance and did not look up his 
records. His records had since been 
destroyed by enemy action, but they were 
available at that time (May, 1940). He 
could find nothing wrong with A.B. 
except that he appeared to be “daft”; 
he thought that his previous influenza 
might have affected his brain, and he sent 
him to a specialist before giving the certi- 
ficate. He added that a few months later 
Pell brought him other similar patients, 
but he refused to have anything to do 
with them because he had become suspi- 
cious of the business. 

Mr. Pereira put in two statutory de- 
clarations from medical men testifying to 
Dr. Brown’s high character. He men- 
tioned that Dr. Brown was a native of 
Jamaica and not fully conversant with the 
English language. This explained the 
curious wording of the certificate. The 
phrase “ for on two years” simply meant 


“about two years ago”; it was not in- . 


tended to imply that A.B. had been 
under his care for two years. The certi- 
ficate admittedly was misleading, but it 
was not intended to mislead. He pointed 
out some inconsistencies in the statement- 
of A. B., who had said that he had acted 
in front of Dr. Brown, though not to the 
same extent as he had done before Dr. 
Brady. But if there was, as alleged, a 
conspiracy between Dr. Brown and A. B. 
to deceive the authorities any such acting 
in front of the former would be a mere 
farce. 

The Council considered the case in 
camera, and on the public session being 
resumed the President announced that the 
Council had found to be proved the fact 
that Dr. Browa had certified that A. B. 
had been a patient under his care for 
about two years before May, 1940, 
whereas in fact he had not been under his 
care for any such period, that he did not 
make any proper professional inquiries 
before giving the certificate, that the certi- 
ficate was untrue, misleading, and im- 
proper, and that it was given for the 
purpose of enabling A. B. to evade his 
liabilities under the National Service 
(Armed Forces) Act. In respect of the 
facts so proved, the Council had judged 
Dr. Brown to have been guilty of in- 
famous conduct in a professional respect, 
and had instructed the Registrar to erase 
his name from the Medical Register. 


A Questioned Certificate 


The Council considered the case of 
Arthur Hilary Clifton Hill, registered as 
of the Croft House, Rocester, Stafford- 


shire, who was summoned on the charge 
that in May and June, 1942, he gave six 
weekly certificates in relation to the 
duties of an aircraftwoman, stating in 
each of them that she was suffering from 
injury to the forearm and was unable to 
return to her unit, adding in four of the 
certificates that she was “ unfit to travel,” 
whereas on the dates concerned she was 
not unable to return to her unit nor unfit 
to travel. The as were the Air 
Ministry. Dr. Hill was represented by 
Mr. A. Pereira, instructed by Le Brasseur 


-and Oakley, on behalf of the London and 


Counties Medical Protection Society. 
_Mr. Winterbotham, the Council's soli- 
citor, said that the aircraftwoman con- 
cerned had been, since she was a child, 
one of Dr. Hill's patients. While home 
on leave in May, 1942, she injured her | 
forearm, and on the following day was 
attended by Dr. Hill, who sent her to the 
Royal Infirmary.at Derby for an x-ray 
examination ; the radiograph showed that 
no bone was broken. Dr. Hill continued 
to give certificates from May 4 to June 8, 
always mentioning the arm injury as the 
cause of her disability, but, so far from 
being unfit to travel, she married and 
went away on a short honeymoon during 
this period. 

Evidence was given by the aircraft- 
woman, Mrs. A., who said that she was 
a member of the W.A.A.F. from March, 
1941, until December, 1942, when she 
was discharged on medical grounds. 
While at home on leave in May, 1942, she 
injured her arm, and went to Dr. Hill, 
who sent her to the hospital at Derby and 
on her return gave her the first of the 
certificates to send to her commanding 
officer. She agent that on May 25 she 
undertook an hour's journey in a train, 


‘although on that day she had received 


another certificate stating that she was 
unable to return to her unit. She had 
been a patient on Dr. Hill's panel list for 
some years, and he had attended her in 
childhood. During the latter part of her 
leave on this occasion she develo 
influenza and laryngitis, for which b 
Hill also treated her, and which accen- 
tuated and prolonged her arm disability. 
She was all the time “ more or less run 
down,” and on eventually returning to 
her unit she was placed in sick quarters 
for a week, was never placed on full duty 
again, and was discharged on medical 
grounds six months later. 

Dr. Hill, in the witness box, said that 
this girl had been his patient during the 
whole of the time he had been in 
Rocester. There was a former history of 
injury to the wrist sustained at school, 
and for this she attended at Derbyshire 
Royal Infirmary over a period of six or 
seven months. When she came to him 
for the further injury to the same 
wrist sustained while on leave, the wrist 
appeared to be very swollen and painful, 
and she was herself in a very colla 
state. He suspected a fracture and sent 
her for x-ray examination. The report 


was ‘that she had no bone injury. The 
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arm was placed in elastoplast. He gave 
her a certificate stating, what was his 
candid opinion, that was unfit to 
travel. Later she had an influenzal chill 
and laryngitis, and although the arm 
trouble was improving this delayed her 
recovery. He fully agreed that he ought 
to have been more explicit in the certi- 
ficates and to have said during the later 
part of the time that she had the in- 
fluenzal condition, but without thinking, 
and in the stress of a busy practice, he 
had continued to give the certificates in 
the old phrasing. He fully believed that 
the girl was unfit to make the somewhat 
difficult journey back to her unit, and if 
she did undertake journeys, apart from 
the visit to the hospital, it was without his 
knowledge and against his instructions. 
He was not aware that she had been 
married while undergoing this treatment. 
Two statutory declarations from medical 
men in the locality testifying to Dr. Hill's 
integrity and his care for his patients were 
put in. 

The Council found the facts proved to 
their satisfaction. 
that the Council took a serious view of 
the duty of eyery practitioner to take the 
greatest care over the signing of certifi- 
cates, especially when they had to do with 
the service of the Crown in time of war. 
But the Council hoped the warning he 
had received in being summoned there to 
meet these charges would be sufficient to 
remind him in the future of the need for 
care in the substance of ihe certificates he 
wrote, and did riot see fit to direct the 
Registrar to erase his name from the 


Register. 
Convictions for Misdemeanour 


In the case of James Stewart Mac- 
donald, registered as of Dixon Avenue, 
Glasgow, who was summoned in respect 
of two convictions of driving or being in 
charge of a motor vehicle whilst under 
the influence of drink, the Council post- 
poned judgment until May, 1944, and 
said that Dr. Macdonald (who was 
legally represented but did not personally 
attend on this occasion) must then be 
present. 

Alan Gray, registered as of Winder- 
mere Road, Carlisle, was summoned on 
the charge that he had been convicted in 
December last at Greenwich police court 
of being under ‘the influence of drink 
while in charge of a car, and, at the same 
court, of having failed to appear in 
accordance with a recognizance. Dr. 
Gray admitted the offence, and pleaded 
a great deal of domestic trouble at the 
time, after having been invalided from 
the Army. The Council found the convic- 
tion proved, and ordered the erasure of 
Dr. Gray’s name from the Medical 
Register. Dr. Gray asked whether he 
could apply for restoration at some future 
date. The President replied that, in 
accordance with standing orders, he could 
apply for reinstatement at any time. 

In the case of Walter Campbell, regis- 
tered as of Jeffrey Street, Edinburgh, who 
was summoned following a conviction of 
being in charge of a motor car while 
under the influence of drink, the Council 
postponed judgment until May, 1944. 

In the cate of Donald McGregor 
Stewart, registered as of Nantymoel, 
Glamorgan, who appeared following con- 
victions for defiling a wall with urine in 
a certain public place and, on another 
occasion, of using indecent language in a 
ublic place, the Council also postponed 
udgment until May, 1944. In this case 

fr. A. Pereira, counsel defending the 


The President said 


Din of 


practitioner, made a strong protest against 
the Council’s solicitor reading to the 
Council, in presenting the facts of the 
case, a statement by the police. He said 
that not the same objection could be 


taken to a report in a reputable local - 


newspaper, but a police statement was 
—- nothing more than an extract 
rom a_policeman’s notebook. The 
Council, however, allowed the statement 
to be read. 

The Council dismissed a case against 
Andrew Dorset Harper, registered as of 
Five Ways, Torquay, who had been 
found guilty by a general court martial 
of having absented himself without leave 


for ten days from the first depot and 


training establishment of the R.A.M.C. 


Felony and Misdemeanour: Erasure 


The Council considered the case of 
Francis Percival de Caux, registered as of 
Green Street, London, W.1, who had been 
convicted at the Central Criminal Court 
in September last of unlawfully using an 
instrument, or some other unknown 
means, with intent to procure the mis- 
carriage of eight women, and of con- 
spiring with other persons with intent to 
procure the miscarriage of a woman. He 
had been sentenced to five years’ penal 
servitude in respect of the first offenc 
and two years’ imprisonment in respect 0: 
the conspiracy, the sentences to run con- 
currently... Dr. de Caux did not appear, 
and it had been ascertained from the 
governor of the prison that he did not 
wish to attend. The Council instructed 
the Registrar to erase the name of Dr. 
de Caux. 


| 


E.M.S. PATHOLOGISTS’ FEES 


On Jan. 16 we published in the Supple- 
ment (p. 10) the new scale of fees payable 
to pathologists in the E.M.S.. When 
the Pathologists Group Committee of 
the B.M.A. met recently it adopted the 
following resolution: 
That the committee accepts the un | 

low unit scale of fees provided for in 
_Circulars 2394 and 2752 in a spirit of con- 
tribution to the war effort and emphasizes 
the fact that these low fees are not intended 
to apply to work done either for local 
authorities or for those patients for whom 
the schedule of fees for pathological work 
for insured persons and their dependants has 
hitherto been found to be appropriate. 


CERTIFICATES FOR PRE-NATAL 
ALLOW ANCES 


The attention of the B.M.A. was recently 
drawn to the fact that War Office Regu- 
lations demanded that the certificate 
accompanying applications for pre-natal 
allowance made by the wife of a Service 
man must be signed by a medical prac- 
titioner. The Association, realizing the 
additional burden thus thrown on the 
doctor, pointed out to the War Office that 
this was a case in which the signature of 
a certified midwife might well be accepted. 
The following letter has now been re- 
og from the War Office, dated Feb. 10, 
1943: 

“ ..1 am directed to inform that 
approval has now been given for the signa- 
ture of a State-certified midwife to be 
accepted on the certificate accompanying 
the application by the wife of a Service man 
for pre-natal allowance ” 


The Home Office announces that Dr. Miraj ud 
Birmingham is not authorized to be in 
possession of and to supply any drug or preparation 
to which the Dangerous Drugs Regulations, 1937, 
or the Raw Opium, etc., Regulations, 1937, apply. 


* address of the sender, and should reach the Adver- 


CHapwicx Trust.—At 26, Portland Place, 


POSTGRADUATE NEWS 


The Fellowship of Medicine announces a 
course in anaesthetics, daily, from April 5 to 1 
Lectures daily at Royal Cancer Hospital, 
ham Road, S.W. 3 p.m. and 4.30 p.m., and p 
tical demonstrations at various London hospitals. 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 


British POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL SCHOOL, Duca 
Road, W.—Daily, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Medic: 
Clinics, Surgical Clinics and Operations, Obstetri 
cal and Gynaecological Clinics and Operations 
Daily, 1.30 p.m., Post-mortems. 


10 a.m., Paediatric Clinic; 11 a.m. 
Gynaecological Clinic; 2 p.m., Genito-urinary 
Clinic. Wed., 11.30 a.m., Medical Conference, 
Thurs., 3 p.m., Dermatological Clinic. Fri, 
12.15 p.m., Surgical Conference ; 2 p.m., Gynae. 
cological Conference ; 2 p.m., Sterility Clinic. 


FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE, 1, Wimpole Street, W.— 
West End Hospital for Nervous Diseases: Tues, 
and Fri.. 3 p.m. M-R.C.P. course in neurology, 
London Homoeopathic Hospital : Wed. afternoon, 
F.R.C.S. clinical demonstrations (limited to six). 
Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital : Sat., March 
20. F.R.C.S. orthopaedic course (limited to six). 
National Hospital for Diseases of the Heart : Tues. 
and Wed., 10 a.m., out-patient clinics. Rad- 
cliffe Infirmary : Daily lectures and demonstrations, 
Revision course in anaesthetics. 

NaTIONAL THROAT, NOSE AND Ear Hosprtat, 
Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.—Fri., 4 p.m. Mr. J. D. 
McLaggan: Chronic Suppurative Otitis Media. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES & LECTURES 


Royat COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON, Pall 
Mall East, S.W.—Tues. and Thurs., 2.15 p.m. 
Lumieian Lectures by Dr. G. Evans: Arterio-~ 
sclerotic Disease. 

Roya Society OF MEDICINE.—Tués., 4.30 p.m. Sec- 
tion of Pathology. Thurs., 4.30 p.m. Joint Meet- 
ing of Sections of Dermatology and of Physical 
Medicine ; 4.30 p.m. Section of Neurology. Friday, 
3.30 p.m. Section of Obstetrics and Gynaecology ; 
4.45 p.m. Section of Radiology. 


w., 
Tues., 2.30 p.m. Dr. R. Cruickshank: Some 
Post-war Problems in the Control of Infectious 


Diseases. 


Mepicat Society oF Lonpon, 11, Chandos Strect, 
W.—Mon., 5 p.m. Discussion: Diagnosis and 
Treatment of Malignant Gréwths of the Lungs. 
To be introduced by Dr. Geoffrey Marshall, Mr. 
R. C. Brock, and Dr. F. MacDonald Allchin. 


B.M.A.: Branch and Division Meetings 
to be Held 


INVERNESS-SHIRE Diviston.—At Royal Northern 
Infirmary, Inverness, Sat., March 13, 3.30 p.m. 
Agenda: Consideration of the motion on the 
Beveridge report published in the Supplement of 
Feb. 13, and instruction of Representatives to 
Special Representative Meeting on March 31, etc. 
All practitioners in the area of the Division are 
invited to attend. 


NortH OF ENGLAND BraNcH.—At Royal Victoria 
Infirmary, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Thurs., March 18, 
7.15 p.m. Clinical demonstrations in the Out-patient 
Department. Address by Prof. J. Chassar Moir: 
The Diagnosis of Pelvic Contractions. All members 


of H.M. Forces serving in the area of the Branch are - 


invited to attend. 


WILLESDEN Diviston.—At Willesden Gencral 
Hospital, Sun., March 14, 10.45 a.m. Agenda: 
Consideration of the motion on the Beveridge 
report published in the Supplement of Feb. 13, 
and instruction of Representatives to Special 
Representative Meeting on March 31, etc. All 
practitioners in the area of the Division are invited 
to attend. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, & DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this 
head is 10s. 6d. This amount should be forwarded 
with the notice, authenticated with the name and 


tisement Manager not later than first post Monday 
morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 


BIRTH 
LIDDELL-MILLIGAN.—On March 5, 1943, at Living- 
stone Memorial Hospital, Dartford, Kent, to Gwen 
(née Higgs, late Sister, P.M.R.A.F.N.S.), wife 
of Dr. W. Liddell-Milligan, St. George's Hos- 
pital, Morpeth, a son. 
DEATH 
1943, Dr. Alfred Lang 
surgeon, of West Bromwich, after a 
long illness, aged 52 years. : 
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